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Oct. 16: Colombian police sources reported that a total of about 2,000 kg. of cocaine and two planes
were seized during a raid in the southern Yari region. Police discovered a secret airstrip and arrested
two people. Oct. 21: Colombian Justice Minister Fernando Carrillo told journalists that there are
currently 47 charges pending against Medellin cartel leaders Pablo Escobar and Fabio, Juna David
and Jorge Luis Ochoa. He added that the four are not receiving any special treatment in detention.
Escobar is being held in a specially-constructed maximum security facility in Envigado, Antioquia
department. The three Ochoa brothers are located in a similar facility in Itagui, Antioquia. Oct. 22:
Colombian anti-narcotics police discovered a clandestine airstrip and a Cessna-206 plane loaded
with 600 kg. of cocaine in the southeastern Vaupes department bordering on Brazil. An additional
200 kg. of cocaine was discovered in a nearby warehouse. No arrests were made at the scene.
Panamanian police announced the arrest of Colombian Hardy Hurtado the previous week on drug
trafficking charges. Hurtado was directing construction of an airstrip in Panama's southern border
area. Police also seized 37 kg. of cocaine, valued at $240,000. Oct. 23: Venezuelan transit police
seized 100 kg. of cocaine, 200 kg. of basuco (another derivative of coca) and 400 kg. of marijuana in
Nirgua, 150 km. west of Caracas. The drugs were found in a truck originating from Colombia. Two
people were arrested. According to recent statistics, about 500,000 Venezuelans are regular drug
users. Oct. 25: Venezuelan police reported the arrest of Venezuelan Rafael Ramirez Yanez on drug
trafficking charges in San Cristobal, 600 km. from Caracas. Police also seized five planes believed
to be involved in transporting Colombian cocaine to Venezuela, Panama, Trinidad and the US.
Ramirez is reportedly connected with the Medellin cartel. The Cuban government's international
news service Prensa Latina reported that a court in Guantanamo has commenced prosecution of a
Jamaican and three Bahamians accused of drug smuggling and illegal immigration. The four were
arrested June 10 aboard a ship carrying over 200 pounds of marijuana off the island's eastern coast.
In June, the Cuban government reported the prosecution of 424 foreigners on drug-related offenses
over the past 20 years. Oct. 28: According to a report by state-run television Channel 8, Venezuelan
authorities seized about 400 kg. of cocaine destined for Italy at the Caracas airport. Eight persons
were arrested. Police also reported the seizure of six planes the previous week in the border town
of San Cristobal. Two people were arrested. Oct. 31: Enrique Rivas, president of the Venezuelan
National Committee Against the Use of Illegal Drugs (CONACUID), told reporters that a total of
about 7,000 kg. of cocaine and 3,000 kg. of basuco were seized during the first nine months of 1991.
Nov. 1: Colombian police captured Marta Libia Cardona de Gaviria, who is sought by a Florida court
for extradition to face drug trafficking charges in the US. In Colombia, Cordona is known as the
"Cocaine Queen." (Sources: ACAN-EFE, 10/22/91; Reuter, 10/25/91; Agence France-Presse, 10/18/91,
10/21-23/91, 10/28/91; Notimex, 11/01/91; Spanish news service EFE, 10/16/91, 11/01/91)
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